Technical education partnership

KCTCS, Kentucky Tech create seamless system to benefit students

The Kentucky Community and Technical College System and the Kentucky Tech area technology centers are partnering to expand opportunities available to technical education students. Key facts about the partnership:

What is the agreement? To provide a seamless path from secondary to postsecondary education, KCTCS and Kentucky Tech will allow students to earn college credit by taking high school technical courses and programs. The college credit may be earned while the student is in high school (dual credit) or transferred to college after the student graduates from high school (articulation).

Who are the partners? KCTCS, which includes 28 colleges in 16 districts; and Kentucky Tech, which includes 53 secondary technical schools. Kentucky Tech is part of the Cabinet for Workforce Development.

How does the partnership work? Kentucky Tech will align the curriculum of its area technology centers with specific programs of study. KCTCS colleges will enter into partnerships with area technology centers to provide postsecondary credit to high school students. Two mechanisms are available for offering KCTCS credit to high school students: articulated credit and dual credit.  

"Dual" credit involves concurrent enrollment in KCTCS and high school with credit awarded by both entities. "Articulated" credit is awarded when the student enrolls in a KCTCS college after high school graduation. Colleges must have local agreements for articulated and dual credit that are consistent with KCTCS student admission and academic policies.

Who will benefit? All students who enroll in technical courses at area centers and who wish to continue technical education in college. Also, the Commonwealth and its communities will benefit as more students pursue postsecondary education and increase their earning potential.

What technical courses are involved? Major program areas such as information technology, business technology, health careers, construction technology, automotive technology and manufacturing technology.

